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This social studies guide, for use in grades 7 and 8, 
is one of a series of guides, K-12, that were developed by teachers 
to help introduce environmental education into the total curriculum. 
The guides are supplementary in design, containing a series of 
episodes (minilessons) that broaden the student's views of 
environmental problems through social studies activities. The 
episodes are built around 12 major environmental concepts that form a 
framework for each grade or subject area, as well as for the entire 
K-12 program. Although the same concepts are used throughout the K-12 
program, emphasis is placed on different aspects of each concept at 
different grade levels or in different subject areas. This cfuide 
focuses on aspects such as sociology, economics, psychology, and 
political science. The 12 concepts are covered in one of the episodes 
contained in the guide. Further, each episode offers subject area 
integration, subject area activities, interdisciplinary activities, 
cognitive and affective behavioral objectives, and suggested 
references and resource materials useful to teachers and students. 
(Author/TK) 
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BEST COPY AVAIUUill 

Project l-C-i: 

Serving Schools in CESA's 3-8-9 
1927 Main Street- 
Green Bay, Wisconsin 54 301 
Rob e r t v.' AVp .1 n s k i 

BILLBOARDS AMD SIGNS 
An Environmental Activity for Grades 5-12 
Integration Potential • Concepts Involved 

1. Social Studies 1. Energy 

2. Mathematics " 3. Carrying Capacity 

3 ^* Values and Attitudes 

h'. Lan^^uage Arts 9* Manage, Manipulate, Change 

11. Individual Acts 

12 . Stewardship 

I n t r oduc tjk>n 

Advertising billboards, sales promotion, informational, 
and directional signs are a part of our everyday life. They 
vary only in number and intensity in different types of 
communities. There is a need and a purpose for signs and 
billboards ranging from providing necessary information to 
pure and simple economic expl'^itation. In the worst sense, 
they can create a monster called visual pollution that is 
both a real physical thr eat ar.d dn affront to our aesthetic 
senses. The issue then is to diccriminate between what is 
necessary and desirable and what i& unsightly and offensive 
in the number, kind, and type of signs and billboards. To 
accomplish this W2 need to focus anu sharpen our senses of 
perception and visual discrimination. And finally, when 
necessary, we must be committed to Fome action in a rational 
way, at least to be able to offer some suggestions for 
improvement . 



BEST COPY mmii 



Billboards and Signs - Activity Worksheet 
(Individuals or teams of 3-5) 

1. Identify the area limits of survey draw a sketch of the 
streets, label them. 



2. Take one, or several, pictures from a vantage point that 
best takes in the survey area: 'Locate your vantage point 
on sketch above by a , 

3, Tally of commercial signs: 

t 

a) Identify type of business b) Number of signs for each 



Total Number 



Total Number 



BEST COPY AVAIUfilf 



Tally of public control, direction » information signs 
a) Identify kinds of signs b) Number of each kind 



Number of Kinds Total Number 



Count and describe any other signs or billboards in the 
area not included in Items 3 or 4: 

a) 
b) 
c) 
d) 
e) 



From the list of signs/billboards noted before 

a) Select one most necessary and explain why: 

b) Select one most unnecessary and explain why: 

c) Select one most attractive and explain why: 

d) Select one most unattractive and explain why: 



^ cow MMU^BLE 



7. Select one commercial establishment, critique its uj>?. of 
signs and make sv.,[gestions for improvement. 



8. Comment briefly on total perception, recommend any 
imiprovements you would make and tell why. 



Resources: I-C-E RMC 

115 DeSchool Prim.er; Your City Has Been Kidnappe d 
Jo 

120 GEE, Our Man-Made Environ ment, Book 7 
0 

Film Noisy Lands cape, 13 j/2 min. , color 

(Donated by NEW Chapter, American Institute of Architects) 
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